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CLASSICAL GREEK 103

A a alpha d as in father; || E ¢ xi z as in mix
dasinpapa |[O o omicron o asin obey

B B Dbeta b as in bad oI ~ pi P as in pin

' «~ amma ¢ as in go P p rho r as in red

A & elta d as in do 2 os sigma 8 asinsee

E ¢ epsilon ¢ asin pet T = tau t as in top

Z ¢ zeta Originally as||T v upsilon % asin French
zd; later as z str, German

H n eota e as in French %; % as in
féte the German

© 6 theta th as in thin Briicke

I ¢« iota i a8 in ma-{{® ¢ phi phasin graphic
chine;fasin{ X x chi ch asin German
pit machen

K « kapga k as in keg ¥ ¢ psi ps as in gyp-

A N lambda [asinlip sum

M g mu m as in mix 2 @ omega o asin prone

N » nu 7 as in now

The Greek language uses 24 letters. Each letter has at least two forms, the
majuscule, or upper-case, and the minuscule, or lower-case. The larger, or
capital, letters are very like those used by the Greeks of the classical period;
the smaller letters are derived from the cursive script used at a very much later
pel('iiod.ll The use given herewith is that taught generally in American schools
and colleges.

Forms

Five of the lower-case letters have two forms each: « is used in text; a, as a
symbol in mathematics; 6 (beta) and ¢ (theta) are rare, never used as symbols;
¢ or ¢, in text and as symbols; g, initial or medial; s, final. For general purposes,
however, these variant forms, with the exception of ¢ and s, may be used
interchangeably.

The later manuscrigii‘:ls\ had many hundreds of ligatures, a remnant of the short-
hand of the period. e earlier printers had a great many of these cast in type,
but they are not generally used today. See pp. 105-108.

There is the relic of the primitive Greek alphabet remaining in the use of three
ancient characters as numerals, £, digamma, or g, stigma, used for 6; ¢, koppa,
used for 90, and 3, sampi, used for 900. e only other occasion for the use
of these characters is in paleography.

Breathings

Attention is called to the breathings, the rough (‘) which gives the sound of
h to the letter on which it is written, and the smooth (). very initial vowel
takes one or the other of these breathin%s. It is written over the second letter
of a diphthong, and in front of capital letters. Initials v and p take the rough
breathing above them, and doubled p was formerly written 53, but modern usage
eliminates the breathings. The smooth breathing should not be confused with
t%eiapostrophe, which is used at the beginning or end of a word to indicate
elision.
Accents

Three stress accents are used in Greek, the acute (‘), the circumflex (tilde)
(*), and the grave (). These may be combined with the breathings to give a
number of ‘‘sorts’’, the use of which involves a knowledge of the language. here
is also the dieresis, placed over the second of & group of two vowels to indicate
separate pronunciation of each.
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GREEK DIACRITICAL MARKS

? lenis * lenis grave * circumfiex asper
¢ asper * asper acute = dieresis
' acute ¢ asper grave + dieresis acute
' grave ~ circumflex * dieresis grave
* lenis acute 7 circumflex lenis
Punctuation

The Greek marks of punctuation are the comma (,), the colon-semicolon (),
the period (.), and the mark of interrogation (;). As {he ancient Greeks wrote
without any breaks, even between words, these marks are of quite recent origin,
and are inserted where editors think they should go, generally as in English.

Phonetics

Scholars think that the double consonants ¢, x, 9, I, £ and ¢, originally sounded
both of their component parts, but that later tixey took on a single sound.

The letter v before «, v, x, and { took the sound of n in ink. The letter p, when
with a rough breathing, had a sound something like Ar.

The pronunciation of the principal diphthongs is:

as 88 at in aisle av 88 ou in our
« a8 et in rein ev 88 eu in feud
ot 88 ot in toil ov a8 ou in you
w a8 us in quit
The diphthong v can only be approximated by the sounds eh-oo pronounced
quickly together.

The improper diphthongs ¢, n, ¢, are pronounced like «, 9, w, respectively.

There is a division of opinion among modern scholars as to the pronunciation
of ancient Greek. Some think that the pronunciation of the modern Greek is
more nearly like the ancient than the ordinarily accepted scholastic pronunciation.

Capitalization

As the ancient Greeks did not know the lower-case letters, they had no scheme
of capitalization. The modern use is to capitalize proper names and the first
word of a sentence. Poetry does not capitalize the first word of a line, unless
under the above rule.

Syllabication
Each Greek word has as many syllables as it has vowels or diphthongs. The
following rules, based on ancient tradition, are used in divisions:
S;zl) Single consonants, combinations of consonants which can begin a word,
as indicated below, are placed at the beginning of a syllable.
In Greek there are found to be 45 combinations of consonants that are used
to begin words. They are:
B3, B\, Bo, YN, Yv, vp, 8, 3, 3p, ON, Ov, Op, k), xp, xv, xp, KT, pv, T\, ¥V, ¥p, ¥T, OB,
o0, oK, K\, O, OF, CTN, OFP, TT, TTP, TP, TXy TN, Ty TP, P8, PN, @¥, o, X0, X\, X¥, XP.
b) Other combinations of consonants are divided.
z Cox:leound words are divided into their original parts.
In dividing words ending in «ros, the « is brought over.

Cardinal numbers

a' s, pla, & one y' rweorhcorra fift
B’ &bo two ¢ itfxorra sixty
¥’ 1pels, rpla three o' BSoutxorra seventy
&' rérrapes, -pa four x'  é&ydofixorra eighty
¢ whre five G’ {lvevixorra ninety

rF F & six p' ixardy hundred
' iwré seven o’ Saxdaio two hundred
8 bkrd eight ' rpiaxdoio three hundred
0’ bwita nine v’ Terpaxboio four hundred
' Séxa. ten @' =werraxdoios five hundred
w’ ¥vdexa eleven x| étaxbdoioe six hundred
B’ $bdexa twelve V' ixraxbaio seven hundred
¢y’ rpaoxaldexa thirteen '  éxraxboioe eight hundred
' dxoot twenty M » basboun nine hundred
A rpibxorre thirty e xi\or thousand
u' rverrepéxorra forty o ubpeos ten thousand
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Ordinal numbers

rpTos first traros ninth
Selrepos second Séxaros tenth
rplros third tydtxaros eleventh
rérapros fourth Swiéxaros twelfth
wéurros fifth rplros xal Séxaros thirteenth
¥xros sixth elxoorbs twentieth
¥Bopos seventh rpLaxoo s thirtieth
88003 eighth xt\oards thousandth

These numerals, except the cardinals from 5 to 100, are regularly declinable
according to the rules of the language. The exceptions are not declinable.

The numeral characters take an acute accent after them, from 1 to 999. To
place an accent below and to the left of a character multiplies it by 1000: e.g.,
a’' =1, ,a=1000, ,ad\y’=1933

Chronology

The ancient Greeks divided time into periods of four years, called Olympiads
the first year of the first Olympiad beginning in the middle of the summer o
;IZ& B. Sek Each year was divided intd twelve months, but there was no division

weeks,

The seasons were called #p, spring; 6épos, summer; éxbpa, autumn, and
xepuby, winter.

After the rise of the Roman supremacy the Julian calendar was adopted, with
the Latin month names transliterated. After the advent of Christianity the
weekly system was adopted, with names of the days as in modern Greek.

Months
‘ExarouSaibr Hecatombion About July
Merayarmndr Metageitnion August
Bondpouidor Bo#&dromion Sepiember
Tvaroyir anopsion October
Mapaxryoulor aimacterion November
Hocedeby Poseideon December
Hocadedr Sebrepos  Second Poseideon Inleap years only (every eight years)
Taunphidr Gamelion January
* Avbeo rnpidow Anthesterion February
"EXagnBolidor Elaphebolion March
u”"‘ifz Mounichion April
Oapynhibr Thargelion ay
Zxipopopilor Scirophorion June

The modern equivalents are, of course, only approximate, as the Greeks had
not calculated the year as accurately as more modern mathematicians have.
The first day of Hecatombion was intended to fall upon the summer solstice;
but it actually varied from the middle of June to the first week in August.

Time
&pa hour phr meonth
fuboa day #ros year
iBBends week

Articles to be disregarded In filing
é ol
9 al
v T4

Ligatures, etc.
¢=stigma (st) G¢=koppa (9
d=sampi (sch) 8= (ou)

GREEK INCUNABULA

The following old forms of letters, letter combinations, and abbreviations will
be helpful to those interested in reading eaily Greek records or manuscripts.
Those under I are individusl letters or elements found only in compound char-
acters; under II are such characters as are not immediately obvious and hence



106

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

are given in an extra-alphabetical order, while in columns III to VI there is an
alphabetical arrangement of character combinations, the initial letter of which
will be readily ascertained by the aid of those under

%r['&:cf’ahp}fn‘

« y 0

ee;xvrr

w e
n @

¢ 7

¢ T

‘S\\‘R{{g&um&”d‘o@z

~ov yap yop &c & €A W ov W v J¢ xal w

m

29 ade

%al

B rep
g‘p‘x’ yivetrae
2 70
4 Yoe
2O 7ypo
o¥% Jek
N dev

zlg Juex
% Jdwx

144 v

gb &vae PP ueta

oy & M Ko

G eneoy I wor
Fd énev oi ofor
G éne chy ov
S il COLF OVTOg
o énd @Pg nega
of i wp neQ
%)

@ &0 672' 716_91
& ev 7 o
;@‘ xore 8 go
9@;5' xeq:éimor o
[.:.';.'x' patTay og oe
B wed 033 cdac
ﬁ péy G oo
M ud @ on
I‘g’-’ uey o> 00
PRy uev (» oo
/.‘g' MUEVOS Q T8¢
/";Z’ et T  T0lg

‘éﬁ ravda
my
ms

e, A é.g-ﬁ vi;_:\j}; FRA g,’,ﬂgﬂﬂzo;ﬁnj, N2
§
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INCUNABULA LIGATURES

Manv of the old character forms, digraphs, prefixes, and suffixes were conven-
tionalized into ligatures of which there are a very large number in the old editions.
Those most frequently used are shown in the following table:

C};z.:gc- Value C};:.;:.c- Value Cl‘l;:.;:c- Value Cl"ir:;:c- Value
9 ai ¢ rX ¢ Se % e A MEA
% @A wie | ye SudN | 0 Mo £ | per
) aAA Jx da 9 9n On &2 nera
ard | ar Iy &as SHew Onr o “n
o “.E Yt Lar 3% 04 pw My
Ym | a7o g dag » 0r p pe
apdp | ap Ao | Jav || % | B pa | g
« ag P13 e 5 b 0p o nr
w av 3 Ji¢ 9 ¢ uopm9 | o
avrd ¢t{728 udy | e S fv 0 v
dmf | avzrd ||y &n S % | fw pan | por
aml | avTd || S Inr xa x2 | xa o pp | Mo
e ra dr & xg2 XY . o rov
s yau P23 dia pee kat 3 ofov
sy yar & go xar xar K o

p dp P xa¢ ¥ ov
Zg, rer v v g‘ xara w ovx
* ras Iy dus xaw xav w oUk
a0 yav Juw dur e xs & ovTog
wA |77 d dvg X xn P Ta
b re v do o xe way Tas
34 AL “. q{ t 3} XA e Trar
v rer s 8 X xy 'b%g Tapa
”m '] £ elras “ xo mes
Hw yur o £x xp xp p— rag
» P4 g €A 73 x¢ oy Tav
p 7 TR o € 0w xv - e
% 7Y :5 13 e | xw o Tep
90 Yo bm £xi M AA o Teps
b 4 ¥P P 4 pa ma i ™

-y peTas (] foTs “ay pa - xe
® rap & tv Moy pay A TR
%es rp! 4 tu wap - xy
99 rpo s tug 0 peap 0 )

» v lw L pu* nparer| ap xp

» yus S | Oa pav pav oo | 7pa
»w yur Seu 0 P P @9 xpo
0 X Seew Qav B e oo | TPO




108

FOREIGN LANGUAGES

INCUNABULA LIGATURES—Continued

Cht:;:c- Value Cl,::::c' Value Cl;:;:‘" Value Cl;:.;:.c- Value
o xT ah oTA X exo 73 ve
- xTU aoo oo X Ly d wi veos
o TUY av cxY p o exXv x> X«
e ) % ocTo F waad axvry 1y xeat

pa a co b od oxo 2 xer
o pt a coa ow @ cw 2P xap
e po ayowr coay =k TA bl xas
S: G ca any coag T T Tal aw xav

ool ot cos 3‘}' x xﬁ
:: c | car o coti T Tais | oA Xt
o cap L] oon Kiand Tor xn xr

cag o3 cei ™ Tas xw xny
b cav am go0 W 20 x9
oww TQU
o B v cov Gw‘ Dlew xOnr
o8 ot oW cow T Tt Dw x0w
oy 1Y s T ™ ™ Y X!
o on o oTa 7w 3 7'"" X X’
S o0 seu cTar * THS 2 X0
Se PP (371 oTag n% Ti xX XP
Sy X clas sow TTQY n TA X% X
S cle 1 oTE ? 1] -ro‘ 2 xXv
Sl | oOn ™ TN T TOY pU xvr
Stew olny | oTs - ¢ ToU X X%
o et | m  |eme |7 A
> efo P TTP ™ ¥ 7P N Jai
S eda sv a1V e Tpi Jar Jar
o o o oTw (% Tpo Jag
. ox ov ov 7 7T Jav
o o ouv cuy w TV Je
w G co op @ T TUY WU e
J Ta x ox T ) Jn 3n
any " Py cxa ) - ) Y 3
v cxay %% ext o & T Yo Yo
g oxas | A ox ! W T TQY P Jv
an oxe o exmn y vi Yo Jw
aou e iy 2‘“) O’x"' 1:’ wy vy J @
- - Y ox! el v d W
= ey o oxr v vrep




The source of this page and the next is: A. Chassang “Nouveau Dictionnaire Grec-Francais (Introduction a
I’etude de la langue et de la literature Grecque” — 2e edition, 1872, Paris.
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A

IV. - PRINCIPALES ABREVIATIONS ET LIGATURES
EMPLOYEES DANS LES

ANCIENNES I“DITIONS DES AUTEURS CGCRECS.

Figure. Signification. | Figure. Signification, |Figure, Signification. | Figure. Sigmilication
a ai Ju Sa S Gnr plaw unv
d an dxy s 3% B¢ I Wi

.M arA Jur dar S By ML M
ar du ey Jus dac F % fo mo M9 o
o ak o Jav N Ap pu nu
e aTa e Je > B¢ paw MU
ap dp ap 3 de Su fu MO KD
@ | ag Jer Y dei Sw Y fe 54 MGy
av ev dy dn X Xg o xa o 0iov
ard avTob Jlw Sy xeu Xy % el < or
vt RUTD )] & & e ¥ ov
dure) avTe da Sia xaLy Koy ke auk
J e do do netg xotg L 6UK
24 Yot :ﬂo J\p ’(:/r‘ xaTo Gir cu"ro;'
Je “yav Ju dJv Xau Xav L Ta
;apr%o;s Yap Jy Sut K xe 7Y T
b2 yas Juv Suy K xn Ty Tay
L7y . )«du' iy J\u;' W xi d’é}wwapa
w A Yy Jw dw o) XA 7o Tag
%# e e 4 €1 fad ay Ly Tau
34 Yei ’{D T Ko X0 e T
o yer oK €% wp xp = xep
Ve T % €A n X oL Teps
e “yny or £v X xv o an
'y v 3 iE o A% xw ort -
b Y £ &h i M AA 7A A
» rr ﬁ £p ML M av aY
99 Yo (2] EoTe My ey an To
»® 7P & £u ey pay P xp
% ypapeTas | & tv mos pudo  pap wogL ~pa
»xs TP s tug s paTay ey Tpo
9 Ype b nv pa L @R Tpw
w Yu S . fa JAk ne i xT
w yus oy B P mel v T

Lo Yuy Sey fav Ay JAEA 1w TUY
A4 X St % fe By £ per T T w
‘% e :'-‘ yXE S N fes A METE ex pa

Ww P Y@ I On M0 mn es pi
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NOTIO;NS COMPLEMENTAIRES. — ABREVIATIONS

1

Signification.
Pl)
Ta
sai
car
cap
cag
oav
a3
7t
el
on
cf
cfa
cfas
e
afn
ciny

Py

¢fo :
cbw

gl
op
7o
T a
cral
cTar i |
oTas

41

cTEI

oY

rEy

OTA

cTo

T

aTw

5858855 5338°7

Figure.
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Signification.

oo
gaad
goail
gooy
cOog
gre
coed N
[ )]
ool
cTFo
cov
[ N )]
aT
acTx
Ty
cTAS
FTHY
TTE
cTEd
aTH
a7l
cTo
FTp
gTUV
aTe
47
guy
@
X
oxd
ot
EX?I
oxn
cxny
GXI
6)?

aﬁéé-wg CREI I R
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Figure.
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Signification.

60
axp
JXU
ey vy
W
o
Tet
Toi
'ran
Ty
Totg
ToU
TE

TH
THY
'T;l'i‘
Ti

TUY
Tw
Tw
%

T Wy
oy

uy
tior
vTEp
ve

FIN DE L'INTRODUCTINN.

Figure.
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Siguification,

vt
X®
xat
xav
xap
xXa¢
X av.
x&
Aﬁl
xn
XY
xnr
x 9
x Bay
x 0w
x‘
XV
Yo



